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HISTORY
•Founded 1856

•High ideals

•No demand from ‘mechanics’

•Mainly self-serving

•Had to do something to ensure 
funding

•Confusion of role





MANAGEMENT
•Real power held by Committee

•Enthusiastic amateurs

•Library was ‘theirs’

•No formal training,  though 
informal networking

•Secretary-Librarian, formally 
subservient to committee

•‘Meat in the sandwich’



LIBRARIAN DUTIES 1850’s
•Acquisition and processing of 
materials

•Counter attendance

•Canvassing and maintaining 
subscriptions

•Debt collection

•Cleaning of library



DOWNFALL 1867
•Committee had no direction 

•Financial viability rested on his 
shoulders, though little control

•Square peg 

•Years of complaints recorded 
through minutes

•Changes immediately









MEMBERS IN 1870’s
•Vocal

•Engaged and curious

•Educated and sophisticated 
reading

•Ownership

•Ideas 

•Saw themselves as a group



BORROWER PROFILE 1881
•46% collection fiction

•85%-90% fiction borrowing

•Held 11,000 volumes 1881

•Circulated 32,000 volumes 1881

•Membership 700 = 45 loans per 
member per year

•Population of Bendigo 28,000 1881



1900’s 
•Institute closed 1904

•Now School of Mines Mechanics 
Institute Public Library

•Old elite dying off, not being 
replaced
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