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Today’s Agenda

• Why OpenURL?

• Why Google Scholar?

• Background on Google Scholar

• How it works

• How Article Linker clients configure 
Google Scholar

• Other Web Resources
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Known item search - Why OpenURL?
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Why OpenURL?
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Find known items fast!

• Connect patrons to best 
available resources
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Find full-text fast!
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Why Google Scholar?



E-Resource Access and Management Services 

Why Google Scholar?
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Google Scholar - Overview

• Released in late 2004

• Points the Google UI/search algorithm at “ scholarly 
material” – as defined by Google

• Includes Open Web materials, .edu domain pages, and 
some full-text content from several publishers via a Cross 
Ref pilot.  
– Examples include ACM, IEEE, and open WorldCat

• It’s a citation database as well
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Google vs. Google Scholar

= Google ScholarGoogle Index
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Google Scholar Results – Pre-Article Linker
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Enter OpenURL - Article Linker

• OpenURL can bridge between Google Scholar and the library 
collection

• Gets the patrons to the “ appropriate copy” … or “ the article the 
school already paid for”

• If no article, presents other options – links to journal, database, 
ILL form, OPAC, etc.
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Google Scholar Results – With Article Linker
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Why a Full-Text Link Appears

• “ Full-text Link” will only display when:
1. Google scholar has enough data to send to Article Linker (DOI, 

PubMed ID, or raw meta-data) 

2. AND the library subscribes to the journal title or ISSN and the 
citation is within the coverage date 
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Google Scholar Results – With Article Linker
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Why “ Other” Links or No Links Appear

• “ Other link name” will display only when:
1. Google scholar has enough data to send to Article Linker (DOI, 

PubMed ID, or raw meta-data) 

2. Item falls outside known coverage dates

• NO Link – if links are absent next to a search result, 
Google does not have enough meta-data for the citation 
to create a link to Article Linker. 
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Integration Details

• Google Scholar becomes a “ referring source” for 
Article Linker

• Google Scholar can send traditional OpenURL 
metadata as well as the following:
– DOI

– PubMed ID

• Google Scholar Results take advantage of our 
knowledge of library holdings information
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Google Scholar + Article Linker History

1. Started working with Google in February of 2005

2. AL development team built:
1. UI in the Serials Solutions Client Center

2. A system for generating library holdings XML

3. Small pilot phase with Bates, Wash U at St. Louis, and 
Colgate

4. Mail to general AL subscribers asking for interested 
participants. Response rate was high 

5. Google went “ live” with it for all libs on May 10, 2005 
1. 100+ Article Linker clients 

2. Today more than 300 libraries are using the GS+AL combination
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Client Center Configuration Page
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Info Required for Configuration

• Permission to share holdings information with Google - this 
is essentially “ registering” with Google and is required to 
participate

• Text Customizations
– Institution Name (for display in GS preferences)

– Full Text Link

– Non-Full Text Link

• Institution IP range
– Restrict Access to IP?  (Optional)
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GS Preferences

• Google Scholar recognizes users via two 
methods:

1. Originating IP 

2. Configurable preferences 
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GS Preferences – Originating IP

• When configuring Article Linker in the Client Center the 
client can enter the IP address range of their institution.  
When a search is run in Google Scholar from a computer 
within this IP range Google populates the results with links 
to Article Linker for your institution. 



E-Resource Access and Management Services 

GS Preferences - Configurable Pt. 2

Step 1: Select Preferences

Step 2: Search for institution

Step 3: Select and Save
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GS Preferences - Restricting Access

• Libraries can prevent manual configuration in the Google Scholar
Preferences page by selecting the Restrict Access option in the Client Center.  
This will prevent users outside the institution IP range from seeing an AL 
results page.

Check mark in Client 
Center  = Grayed out 
in Google Scholar 
Preferences
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Building AL XML’s for Google

Library Holdings

Bi-weekly visit

Library XML = 
Config options 
+ holdings + 
GS Schema

Serials Solutions 
Knowledge Base

Library knowledge Base
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From Google Scholar to Article Linker 

1 2 3 4

5

6
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Latest Update

• Current Use
– 300+ Article Linker Libraries using the service.

• Changes to library holdings information is reflected in 
Google Scholar in less than a week 

• Configuration takes minutes in our Client Center

• Windows Live Academic now supports OpenURL

• Google News Archive Research
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Questions or Comments?

JR Jenkins, MLIS
Group Product Manager

Resource Discovery 

Serials Solutions

Ph: 866-737-4257 Ext. 1031

mailto:jr@serialssolutions.com

Thanks for your time and attention!


