
1

PVCs:  A non-tech look at a   
flexible technology

Podcasts and Videocasts 
in  libraries, education and elsewhere.

Gerard Egan
Library & Information Services
Australian Taxation Office
Version 2 (26 Jan 07) 1pm



2

What do they have in common?
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Definition 1

In the beginning was the word, and the word 

was…

wordcast

vloggingprofcast

vpodslawcast

vodcastgodcast

vidcastblogcast

videocastblawcast

videopodcast podcast 

VIDEOAUDIO



4

Definition 2

� A podcast is a media (audio or video) file 

� distributed by subscribing to an RSS feed 
(that carries an attachment)

� for playback on mobile devices and pc’s.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podcasting
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Podcasting – summary 1
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Icons

These are common podcast icons
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Get the podcast
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Podcatchers (or aggregators)

Apple iTunes 7
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Listen, or view

iPod

Creative Zen

iPhone
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Podcasts

Podcasting Guide
Michael Abulencia

Version: 3.0   Date: 29 August 2006

This guide is produced as part of the podcasting 
sessions of RMIT’s (Pod)cast special interest 
group.

Source:  http://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/set/pace/podcast/guide.pdf
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LIBRARIES and podcasting

British Library
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Libraries podcast what?

� Library news and updates

� Library Tours: of physical library & library website 

� Database Tutorials: to supplement current online and paper-based tutorials 

� Distributed Learning:  Podcasts of instructional workshops

� Professional Development:  Podcasts of professional / association meetings; 
information sessions for fellow faculty/staff; Continuing Education lectures/workshops

� Alternative access points (eg. podcasted journals)

� Library reserve materials

� Story times
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Public libraries

‘Started educating our staff (Learning 2.0)

with a travelling Roadshow presenting    
sessions on: Podcasting and MP3s, 
E-Books, Blogs, Wikis, RSS’

Nothing at present

Nothing at present
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Public libraries

� Orange County
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Library tours   

Self guided audio tour of the Gus Fraenkel Medical Library

Download our Audio Tour and  accompanying map 

and spend 20 minutes finding out about Curtin Library. 
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Library tours   

� Downloadable map photos of the stacks.
� Based on iPod Subway Guide

� Audio tour of the Starr East Asian Library, 
in several Asian languages.
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Library services

Week 14 - October 30 - Reference Services
So what are Reference Services? Listen to this week©s 
podcast to find out how your library can help you.

Week 13 - October 23 - Statistics
Need statistics for your assignments? Check out this 
week©s podcast for how to find them.

You might also want to listen to our exams podcast for 
tips on how to prepare.
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Professional development 1

� SirsiDynix Institute offers podcasts as a means 
of sharing its Web seminars with library & 
information professionals.
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Professional development 2
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Museums   
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Searching for podcasts

� General podcasts
� Topical podcasts
� Video podcasts
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Searching for podcasts

Loomia is a podcast and videocast search engine, plus 
much more. 
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Search within podcasts

� Uses speech recognition technology

� searches words within audio and video

� skims the results for relevance

� then "jumps-to" a specific location in the 
audio and video
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Click any word to start listening at that point!
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Education and podcasting

EDUCATION
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Education

University of Missouri

March 2005
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Education
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Education

Podcasting 101. Making a podcast
Stephen Atherton & Joseph Cox, Apple (Australia)

� Looks at examples of educational use of 
podcasts within Australasian and other      
universities. 

� Show production cycle – tools to use  

� Step through the production of an    
“enhanced” podcast
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Current Uses of Podcasting in 
Higher Education (2005-2006)

Classroom Lectures for current students (UNSW)

Class and Guest Lectures for Alumni (Stanford)

Scholarly Communication (Princeton & U. of Florida)

Audio tours & newscasts (Purdue & U. of W Ontario)

Admissions & Orientation materials (Mansfield & 
Drexel)

Outreach to potential students (Peterson’s Directory)



35

Education
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EDUCATION

� ‘1 hour podcasted lectures, too long and boring.
� supplement classes with e-Modules - 10 

minute ©bites’.

� Create podcasts for new/prospective students

� interview current students from various 
countries 

� a discussion on plagiarism and implications
� basic study skills, expectations…
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Education assistance in producing

Purdue University

� Purdue set up BoilerCast, to deliver podcasts of 
their lectures (follow-on from Duke experiment)

� Purdue also stated that podcasts can serve as the 
basis for classroom lecturers to listen to, and 
improve upon, their lecture delivery.
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Education  

Duke University distributed 20GB iPods to 1600 first years students in 
Aug 2004

Uses
� Course content dissemination – portable access to lectures…
� Study support – repeat listening…
� Review/study class materials while multitasking  (e.g.: commuting or 

exercising).

Benefits
� Digital course content, less reliance on physical materials
� Location-independent access
� Mass hardware distribution created a low barrier for participation in 

instructional technology participation
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� UM School of Dentistry & Apple partnership 

� Designed to provide dental students with 
access to education-related content, virtually 
anywhere, any time

� Result of an in depth investigation

� Michigan  v  Duke rationale
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Education - Admissions

Careers in Arts
� Series of seminars and presentations 

about the Faculty of Arts … giving expert 
advice about each program.

Getting an Arts Degree
(mp3, 17.50Mb) - (duration: 12:38)
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Text to speech (also do a link to speech to 

text)

No time to read that journal article? 

Want to make a podcast out of those lecture notes?

� Natural Reader

� 2nd Speech Center

� Text Sound & Cool Speech
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Other podcasting applications

� Advertising
� Promotion
� Training 
� Professional development
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Online 2007 sponsors

Elsevier launches medical 
news podcast

LexisNexis® Mealey©s™ now 
makes our top headlines 
available via a daily Podcast
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Library suppliers   

Podcasting future for EBSCO

� Weekly DynaMed “new articles of interest”
� Short interviews with key EBSCO Publishing 

executives on key industry topics 

� Information about upcoming interface changes 

� Possibly walk-through training sessions
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Business

Podcast: “ Cold Cold Heart” by Karin Slaughter
Best-selling author Karin Slaughter spins the 
dramatic tale of Pam and her ex-husband Jon, the 
now famous self-help guru who is also now dying.

BMW at the NAIAS 2007 in Detroit.
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Marketing

10 Benefits to Adding Podcasting to Your 
Marketing Mix
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Corporate podcasting

Potential uses for podcasting 
from the Podcasting White Paper

� Building a brand – increased visibility
� Industry news & insights – latest updates
� Customer loyalty – keep informed

� Public relations – product news & 
announcements

� Increased market messaging reach
� Company news



50

Travel
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Travel

Listen to the guide now (26min 1s)

Photo-enhanced guide (via iTunes)

Jim Whyte gives you a taste of a visit to Rome, 
taking in some must see sights, and some essential 
lifestyle tips.
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Changing face of workplace learning 

Podcasting has become part of the playbook for sales 
training, says Gronstedt, of Prentice-Hall©s sales training. 

Many firms are converting nearly all their training and 
communication to podcasts, including EMC and Xerox.

Some employers, such as                 are use iPods as part of
training programs for employees. Instead of spending two 
hours in a meeting, an employee can take the training on 
the go.
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Professional development

Capital One Financial Corp: VA-based credit-
card provider

� 3,000 iPods have been handed out 
companywide to everyone who receives training.

� "It©s the ©cool© factor…Capital One gave them 
iPods…they©re learning, but they also feel like it©s 
a perk." 
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Changing face of workplace learning
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Professional updating

Forbes On Radio is a new weekly three-hour

program that brings Forbes editors, outside experts 
and opinion leaders to bear on an enormous range 

of topical issues …
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Professional updating  
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Medical

A logical market for podcasts

� Audio
� talks 

� articles 
� clinical sessions

� Video
� treatments 

� clinical practice 
� tutorials
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Medical   
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Problems

� You added training pod/vodcasts
� But what mp3/4 player?
� Standardise?

� Created a set of podcast feeds
� Do you need convertor software?
� What about the size of the podcasts? 
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media formats

Different players – different media formats

� There are a variety of converters

� When producing podcasts, be mindful of 
your audience re the formats you use

� Become familiar with the format your 
‘player’ likes
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Converters
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Optional download                  
formats
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Predictions for podcasting in 2007

1. Production quality improves
2. Microsoft embraces it
3. Wireless iPods & true ‘wireless’ Zune
4. Videopodcasting
5. Podcast enabled phones with big GBs
6. Podcast directories improve
7. Creating will be easier
8. Business will get serious
9. Still in early adopter phase – exponential growth 

(Forrester projects .7m -12m households USA)
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Don't Mistake a Tool, for a Goal


