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Book theft in New Zealand Book theft in New Zealand --a case studya case study
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Why did this happen ?Why did this happen ?

Books, the web and the marketBooks, the web and the market

Collections for the futureCollections for the future























[Inside the central Library?][Inside the central Library?]



Security Project Team: GoalsSecurity Project Team: Goals

Prevent further targeted theft of valuable Prevent further targeted theft of valuable 
itemsitems

Reduce academicallyReduce academically--motivated theftmotivated theft

Reduce opportunistic theft of books, Reduce opportunistic theft of books, 
equipment, cash, and personal itemsequipment, cash, and personal items



Security Review: ObjectivesSecurity Review: Objectives

Identify and rank security risks in the 5 Identify and rank security risks in the 5 
campus librariescampus libraries

Identify solutions (shortIdentify solutions (short--term and longterm and long--term)term)

to those risksto those risks



Imagine that...Imagine that...

You wanted to take an item without going You wanted to take an item without going 
through the issue desk through the issue desk -- what are your what are your 
options?options?

You wanted to cut a map/illustration out of a You wanted to cut a map/illustration out of a 
book book -- where would you go to do it? where would you go to do it? 

You were willing to steal cash or equipment You were willing to steal cash or equipment ––
how easy would it be?how easy would it be?







Secluded study areaSecluded study area



The libraries of the 1970sThe libraries of the 1970s



















RFIDRFID



Recommendations for collection Recommendations for collection 
managementmanagement

Improve ownership identification on all new Improve ownership identification on all new 
stockstock

Improve identification of deImprove identification of de--accessioned accessioned 
stockstock

Identify books at risk and move them to Identify books at risk and move them to 
closedclosed--access storageaccess storage

Conduct an inventory of the publicConduct an inventory of the public--access access 
collectionscollections
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Core ValuesCore Values

Trust
Equal opportunity and access
Sharing knowledge

























The NZ marketThe NZ market













RecommendationsRecommendations

monitoring of book values and the marketmonitoring of book values and the market

regular stock monitoring through inventoriesregular stock monitoring through inventories

increased use of closedincreased use of closed--access collectionsaccess collections

digitisation of rare and valuable itemsdigitisation of rare and valuable items

visible security measuresvisible security measures

staff training in security awarenessstaff training in security awareness



The challengeThe challenge

Technology and library security...Technology and library security...

Sabotage or salvation?Sabotage or salvation?



For him that For him that stealethstealeth, or , or borrowethborroweth and and returnethreturneth not, this not, this 
book from its owner, let it change into a serpent in his book from its owner, let it change into a serpent in his 
hand & rend him. Let him be struck with palsy, & all his hand & rend him. Let him be struck with palsy, & all his 
members blasted. Let him languish in pain crying aloud members blasted. Let him languish in pain crying aloud 
for mercy, & let there be no surcease to his agony till he for mercy, & let there be no surcease to his agony till he 
sing in dissolution. Let bookworms gnaw his entrails in sing in dissolution. Let bookworms gnaw his entrails in 
token of the Worm that token of the Worm that diethdieth not, & when at last he not, & when at last he goethgoeth
to his final punishment, let the flames of Hell consume to his final punishment, let the flames of Hell consume 
him for ever.him for ever.

From a book in the Monastery of San Pedro, Barcelona. From a book in the Monastery of San Pedro, Barcelona. 

Quoted in Quoted in DroginDrogin, Marc. , Marc. Anathema! : medieval scribes and the history of book Anathema! : medieval scribes and the history of book 
curses. curses. Montclair, N.J.: A Montclair, N.J.: A SchramSchram, 1983. p.88, 1983. p.88


